
Rounder Records acquired the license to re-issue the Watson
Family recordings and as became the norm for me, all I was given
at the design brief was a couple of pages of typed text and one
old print of the original photography which had been used on the
old LP, and the open invitation to design whatever I wished. This
is the result.
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After recording for Vanguard for many years, John Hammond Jr.
signed onto the Rounder label for a few albums... this one was
unusual if only because of the lovely photographs supplied. The
sepia tones were an invitation to design a very simple and
evocative cover.
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Jim & Jesse were big on the bluegrass scene and this album for
Rounder had good new photography available... as in many projects
I analyzed the visual content of the photographs and realized that
white tans, yellows and ochres would be the perfect color scheme.
The fun typography only emphasized the band’s star status.
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Here is another case of "another batch of not so good photos of a
band of varied old-timey musicians... so I talked it over with Bill
Nowlin at Rounder and I suggested we commission a special
photograph of an old record player, by Steve Stone, and I
superimposed the photos of the old-timey musicians. A solution
which looks old and appropriate.
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A rare case of the artiste providing two really good large-format
shots for the cover. All I did was use them with some bold
typography in complimentary colors with sparse notes on the
back to produce a clean cover.
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The photographs provided for this LP were really not very good
one's, so I chose to make the most of the vintage nature of the
music, by coming up with a torn paper collage, which made the
cover really stand out from other Reggae LPs.
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Combining a really good color photograph along with vibrant
colors in an illustrated frame, and simple typography resulted in a
very colorful cover... I wanted the cover treatment to look
hand-made so I drew the background artwork with markers on
very absorbent watercolor paper.
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Ten photos of South African groups and the realization that no
one group should get the "star" role photo on the cover – a
designer's dilemma! My 10-year old son, Jesse Aron Green drew
an asymmetric design with markers which was the perfect

inspiration! He redrew a tighter version with
graph paper to guide him, over a flopped
stat of his earlier design for symmetry. The
LP was nominated for a Grammy!
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A cool photo of a Rockabilly band needed an unusual
typo-graphic approach, especially since the background was so
unusual... this is what I came up with... obvious perhaps, but fun!
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A cult movie with really cool music from that time... the illustration
and the typography were adapted from the movie poster... the
back cover called for an unusual approach so I used photos from
the movie publicity package.

Cover Back Cover

ALBUM SLEEVE



Bob Carlin is an Old-Timey musician from the Philly area, who
also provided a very good photo. I designed the color scheme of
the graphics to enhance the colors in the photograph. The photo
on the back cover of abalone inlay on a banjo neck was so
beautiful that it was used to good effect to break up the
voluminous notes.
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Mbube is a style of Acapella singing from South Africa... groups
of mineworkers would gather in singing clubs, and perform
competitively in this wonderful vocal style. Because this was
another occasion where there were 12 songs by 12 different
groups and only 7 or so photos supplied, the photo of the most
influential group of that time was used on the cover.

To achieve this soft art, I used magic
markers on watercolor paper. Simple,
colorful and effective. FYI: “Mbube” is also
the original title of the tune that morphed
into the hit "The Lion Sleeps Tonight".
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This was an unusual LP coming from Rounder... spoken word.
The photograph of the burning book was dramatic and specified
for use on the cover. Colors of the Jamaican flag were also an
obvious and colorful choice, and hopefully we can be forgiven for
using the seven supplied photos of the poets on the back cover.
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bluegrass music is a relatively new American art form, and the
music on this LP was progressive. The design treatment that
evolved was clean and modern looking, while the photos were
rural and evocative of the region the band comes from.
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Ray Kane is one of the renowned elders of the Hawaiian guitar
community and this album of his “slack key” instrumental with a few
vocals is really wonderful. My proposal to Rounder to design
something with a different feel resulted in this design... a hand-drawn
magic marker background on watercolor paper resulted in the soft
edges seen here. A simple and enjoyable project.
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